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Dear Parents and Friends of Roncalli, 

 

As a child growing up in Catholic school, there were 

really only two seasons of the year.  Of course we en-

joyed the natural seasons, although in North Dakota that 

means winter and not winter.  But the school year seemed 

to revolve around Christmas and Lent.  The former was 

exciting, full of lights and tinsel, the happiest music ever 

written, and the promise of presents and an extended va-

cation to enjoy them.  The later was full of foreboding, 

denial, music in minor keys with lyrics that almost fright-

ened me to sing them.  There was no colorful tree to 

lounge under while dreaming of what might be inside the 

biggest box.  Instead we faced purple draped statues half 

hidden by incense.  The rituals seemed ancient and myste-

rious.  It was not Easter that held my imagination, but 

Good Friday.  Noon to three were one hundred eighty 

minutes that even as a child resonated deep inside of me.  

No matter how sunny it might be there was some notion 

that this was sacred time.  This wasnôt school vacation.  It 

was retreat.  Even now as I remember, the images are 

crystal clear:  the weekly stations with the tunes of ñLet 

All Mortal Flesh Keep Silentò and ñTantum Ergoò rattling 

in my brain.   

 

In fact, Good Friday was the only day we (my brothers 

and sister) wore a watch.  Not being a Holy Day of Obli-

gation, we didnôt fear hell for not attending Church.  

However, fearing our parents almost as much, we did 

what they asked and spent a minimum (read maximum) 

thirty minutes at the Good Friday service.  John, being the 

oldest, went first with the $5.00 Timex strapped to his 

wrist.  By the way, travel time didnôt count.  He would 

return, pass the timepiece, and so on down the line.  I 

went last, which meant I was always there for the kissing 

of the Crucifix.  The aisle seemed a mile long as I stood 

among the adults and approached the communion rail.  

Somber men in business suits seemed so out of place in 

the Church in the middle of the day.  The women, some 

old with fox stoles, some housewives who had stolen a 

few precious moments from their kitchen, all with their 

head appropriately covered in everything from fanciful 
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hats to a tissue held on with bobby pins.  I understood the 

ritual.  I dreaded it, but I understood it.  What I couldnôt 

understand was the dread it inspired.  Church should be 

happy.  This ritual was about starker realities than I could 

fathom.  Somehow I sensed the adults knew what I could-

nôt know.  What was it?  All I could think of was that 

somehow this ritual united them to Christ in a way I was 

far to callow to understand.  I didnôt know how right I 

was. 

 

Life is suffering.  It was that simple and that complex.  

My idea of denial was the few coins I dropped into my 

Lenten denial box and the promise I made on Ash 

Wednesday to give up candy for 40 days, not counting 

Sundays.  Yet something in the adults seemed to draw 

them to the foot of the cross.  There was a ñcommunionò 

there I would not understand for many years.  It was al-

most as if they found solace by humbling themselves at 

the foot of the Man who humbled Himself for all of us. 

 

Forty odd years later I still harken back to those Friday 

afternoons.  Iôve come to understand some of what drew 

those grown-ups from their homes and offices.  Life is 

suffering.  Life is hard.  Life is disappointing.  However, 

life has meaning.  Life is joyful.  Life is our gift.  I never 

found that gift under the tinseled tree.  There I found toys.  

Itôs found between noon and three on a Friday in spring.  

We will all face our own Good Friday.  By kneeling to 

kiss those symbolic ceramic feet we are all reminded that 

we will all have our Easter.   

 

 

 

Tim Olson 

 Principal 
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Easter Break Office Hours 

 

The office will be open 

Monday, March 29, and Tuesday, March 30 

 

The office will be closed 

Wednesday, March 31, through Friday, April 2, 

and will be open  

Monday, April 5. 

 

School resumes Tuesday, April 6. 

 
 
 
 
 

Guidance Department 
 

Seniors: Registration for the UW-System regional place-

ment testing can be completed online at 

www.testing.wisc.edu. Students can take the placement 

test at any UW school, including Manitowoc, no matter 

what UW school they plan to attend. There are 2 dates to 

choose from in Manitowoc: 

 April 24 ï Deadline to register is April 16 

 May 1 ï Deadline to register is April 23 

Students will need to take a placement test in math and 

English with an optional foreign language test. Seniors 

not attending a UW college should check to see if their 

school requires a placement test. 

 

Scholarship Listings: Seniors should continue to check 

our website www.roncallijets.net and go to the Guidance 

Department page and then click on the link to scholar-

ships, or visit the board outside Mrs. Rappelôs office for 

scholarships. Pay close attention to deadlines. 

 

Juniors: Last chance to take the ACT: The next ACT exam 

is June 12. Registration deadline is May 7. You can regis-

ter online at www.actstudent.org or pick up a student reg-

istration packet in the Guidance Office. Remember to in-

clude the high school code 501-188 to ensure that results 

are sent to Roncalli. You can register for the ACT assess-

ment or the ACT assessment plus writing. UW Madison 

and Marquette are the two schools in Wisconsin that are 

requiring the writing component. Check the ACT website 

to find out if a school outside of Wisconsin is requiring it.  

 

College Visits: All colleges and universities have visita-

tion days for high school students. Please take advantage 

of these opportunities over summer vacation and see what 

 colleges have to offer. Check their website for specific 

dates and times. The website for the UW System is 

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu and the WI Private College 

website is www.wisconsinmentor.org. 

 

Junior College Planning Night: Join us Wednesday, April 

14, at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium, as we host a night for 

juniors and their parents to learn what it takes to get ready 

for college. Find out what you can do now to begin the 

college selection process. There will be three representa-

tives one from each of the following college systems:  

UW Colleges, WI Private Colleges, and WI Technical 

Colleges.   

 

Wisconsin Private College Week: The Wisconsin Private 

College Week is scheduled for July 12 - 17.  This is an 

opportunity to tour the 20 private colleges and universi-

ties, meet with staff from the admissions and financial aid 

departments, and visit classrooms and residence halls.  

You can also qualify for a waiver of application fees at 

each college or university you visit during that week. For 

more information, call 1-800-4-DEGREE or go to 

www.wisconsinmentor.org. 

 

Individual Planning Conferences: Sophomore Parents 

there is still time to sign up for an Individual Planning 

Conference. These are not the same as parent/teacher con-

ferences; instead the focus is on the studentôs current tal-

ents, abilities, interests, their educational and career de-

velopment, and information to begin planning for their 

future in a positive atmosphere. Call Mrs. Rappel at 686-

8152 or email her at drappel@roncallijets.net to sign up. 

 
Post Prom 

 

Post prom will be held from 12:00 midnight until 4 a.m. 

at Meadow Lanes North. The cost will be $8.00 for a sin-

gle and $15.00 for a couple. For this admission fee, stu-

dents can enjoy bowling, games, pizza, snacks, soda, and 

bottled water.  There will also be numerous drawings for 

door prizes throughout the night.  All juniors and seniors 

are invited to post prom whether they attend prom or not. 

Encourage your teen to attend this safe alternative to an 

after-prom party! 

 

Post Prom Help Needed 
 

Any parents who would like to donate door prizes, 

snacks, make a cash donation, or chaperone for post prom 

should contact Colleen Riesterer at 775-9601 or Maggie 

Geren at 686-1110. We are especially in need of chaper-

ones and you can work all or part of the evening. If you 

can help in any way, please call Colleen or Maggie.  

http://www.testing.wisc.edu/
http://www.roncallijets.net/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/
http://www.wisconsinmentor.org/
mailto:drappel@roncallijets.net
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Roncalli High School 

Junior~Senior 

Prom 

Friday, April 16, 2010 

 
Tickets ~ April 6, 7, 8, 2010 

Tickets are $40.00 per person and will be sold during lunches on  

April 6, 7, 8 

  
Grand March ~ 5:30 p.m. ï Roncalli Fine Arts Center 

Family and Friends are invited to the Grand March. 

Please arrive by 5:15 so that you have time to line up, as the introductions will begin 

promptly at 5:30.  Upon arrival you will be given a card to fill out with your name(s). 

You will then get in line and wait in the Atrium quietly until you are introduced. 

At that time, proceed to the arch at the center of the stage, pause for a moment, 

smile for photos, and then move to the back of the stage. 

Following the Grand March you may have photos taken in the Atrium, however, everyone 

must leave Roncalli by 6:40 in order to get to Fox Hills for dinner. 

 

Dinner ~ 7:15 ~ Fox Hills Resort Grand Ballroom 

Dancing to follow until Midnight 
Upon arrival at Fox Hills, please find your place card on the table outside of the 

banquet room and proceed to your table.  Dinner will be served at 7:15 p.m., so all 

attendees must be seated at that time.  The meal is a formal dinner, and it is inappropriate to get up and 

walk around while dinner is being served. 

 

Each person will get 3 tickets for free soda. 

Water will be provided throughout the night at no charge. 

 

You are not to wander through any other parts of Fox Hills. 

No one may leave the building ~ if you do, you may not return. 

 

Photography  
Photographs of individuals, couples, and groups will be taken following dinner. 

Order forms will be given out with purchase of tickets.     

 

Post~Prom at Meadow Lanes North 

12:00 Midnight ~ 4:00 a.m. 
The cost of Post-Prom is $8.00 for a single, or $15.00 for a couple. 



 

 

 

RONCALLI ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

FISH FRY 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

GOOD FRIDAY 

APRIL 2, 2010 

4:30 P.M. ï 9:00 P.M. 

 

 

 American Legion Hall 

 811 Jay Street, Manitowoc 

 

 Carry-outs Available 

 Phone: 920-684-1993 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lasallian Youth 

 
Lasallian Youth kicked off the month of February by 

helping with a Super Bowl Sunday Pancake Breakfast and 

Clothing Drive to benefit the children of Africa.  We sold 

tickets to the breakfast and donated clothing for the chil-

dren.  We also sponsored a personal care product drive for 

St. Vincent de Paul the night of the girlsô basketball game 

versus Valders on February 11.  Thank you to everyone 

who donated!  Our 3rd annual Adult with Developmental 

Disabilities event was held on February 12.  We had over 

30 Lasalliansô spend the day with 20 adults from the area.  

Our students planned a day of recreation and fun for our 

guests.  Thank you to everyone who donated prom dresses 

to the Glass Slipper Project in Chicago.  We delivered 40 

dresses to this wonderful organization.   

 

We have just received communication that the Summer 

Lasallian Youth Convention will be held from July 11 to 

July 16 at St. Maryôs University of Winona.  Mark your 

calendars and consider taking this service trip.  This yearôs 

theme is ñTogether in FaithéService to Others.ò  More 

information and pamphlets will be available soon. 

 

Live Jesus in our heartsé.Forever! 

 

Ann Ahola 

LY Coordinator 

aahola@roncallijets.net 
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From the Business Office 
 

Student Accounts at the end of the year: All student ac-

counts must be paid in full (with the sole exception of 

monthly ATP plans extending into June) before finals. 

This includes hot lunch, miscellaneous class, media center 

and sports fees or fines, as well as tuition. Seniors must 

have their graduation fees paid and tuition plans current 

by graduation. Any senior with a delinquent account will 

not be issued a cap and gown and families will be given 

until graduation to rectify the matter. 
 

Register NOW for next year: If you have not registered 

for the 2010/2011 school year, do so now! Registration 

materials are available in the school office. Delaying reg-

istration jeopardizes placement in classes that may be fill-

ing up, so today is better than tomorrow. 

 

Tuition and Financial Assistance for 2010/2011: 

Financial Aid packages will be completed by the end of 

April. At that time, all families will receive a letter de-

scribing their tuition obligations and a tuition contract for 

each individual student. It is absolutely necessary that 

tuition contracts be returned promptly so that the system 

can be set up for next year. 

 

Hot Lunch: The April monthly hot lunch payment of 

$45.87 is due on Thursday, April 1. For those on the quar-

terly payment plan $103.20 was due on Monday, March 

15.  

 

 

 

 

 
Student Government 

 

Last month Student Government held the Snowball 

Dance, which was a success.  We also put on a ping pong 

tournament available for anyone to play during the lunch 

breaks.  The championship match came down to Alexan-

der Kitzerow and Ben Brotz.  Ben Brotz came out victori-

ous!  We have also been working on our upcoming Mr. 

RHS competition.  The theme is going to be a game show, 

ñThe Spirit is Right.ò  The contestants in this competition 

are: Atley Gay, Jake Arseneau, Andrew Geren, Carl 

Waldhart, Austin Mleziva, Jack Blattner, Justin Mrotek, 

Brett Weyers, Simeon Heili, and Seth Duprey.  It is sure 

to be an exciting night, so mark your calendars for May 1 

at 7:00 p.m. for the Mr. Roncalli Spirit Contest.   
  

Commissioner of Student Recognition and Publication  

Sam Tomaszewski  
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Roncalli Pierside Plaza Auction 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2010 -- Mark Your Calendars! The 

social event of the Lakeshore is coming upon us faster 

and faster each year. The oral auction is better than ever 

due to the generosity of our donors and our hardworking 

oral auction committee. What a year this will be! Speak-

ing of hardworking, I want to thank the chairpersons of all 

the booths and their committees. You can hardly get 

through the hall of the Development Offices with all the 

wonderful items that have come in. What does that say for 

our workers and our community! 
 

Whatôs new this year? Our ñManôs Roomò has become 

the ñFamily Room.ò You are going to love our soft sofa, 

42ò Insignia TV, Insignia Blu-Ray DVD player, Wii sys-

tem, and other room furnishings. You can still purchase a 

mug of beer for $50 for your chance to win the incredible 

ñFamily Room.ò There are only 225 mugs, so get it early. 

Our other large raffle is ñDestination: Vacation.ò If you 

are the winner of this raffle, you can pick a condo from 

our RCI book, get $500 toward the type of travel you 

want, and have a wonderful vacation. There will be only 

200 raffle tickets available at $25 each. Both of these raf-

fle purchases can be made before the auction by coming 

to the Development Offices on weekdays between 8:00 

a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
 

We still have raffle tickets available for monetary prizes 

totaling $10,000; but hopefully they will be gone before 

the night of the auction. April 1 is our deadline for that 

extra drawing which will be held before the oral auction 

begins at 7:00 p.m. on April 24. The winner will be given 

$500 in cash. Get some groups together and each put in 

$20 or $25 ï cash is easy to split. If Roncalli students 

asked their grandparents to purchase one, weôd sell out in 

no time. What a great way to help their school!!!! 
 

The 2010 Roncalli Auction looks absolutely awesome.  

People have worked so hard and done so very much.  It 

will be another wonderful event, I hope you are able to 

come and see it for yourselves. I want to thank each and 

every one of you for your hard work and dedication to 

this great event. See you on the April 24! 
 

Important Auction Meeting for Soliciting Committees:  

When: Wednesday, April 7 (7:00 p.m.) 

Where: Roncalli Café  

What: Pick up auction books and go over procedures for  

 auction night. This meeting is for anyone who has  

 solicited donations from any person or business.  
  

Jan Hoyt, Auction Coordinator 

Solo and Ensemble Results  
 
Congratulations to the many musicians and singers that 

participated in last monthôs Solo and Ensemble event, 

held at Valders High School.  This annual competition 

gives Roncalli students the chance to showcase their mu-

sical talents and compete with area high school musicians.    

Numerous students were involved in this yearôs Solo and 

Ensemble; nine band events and eighteen choral events 

will be competing at the state competition.  For a com-

plete listing of results please see below.    

 

Thank you to all the parents for helping to make this a 

successful event, and a special thanks to the students for 

all their hard work! 
 
 

Band Events 

¶Total Band events: 36 

¶Events going to state: 9 

¶Class A Firsts: 9 

¶Class A Seconds: 5 

¶Class A Thirds:  2 

¶Class B Firsts:  6 

¶Class B Seconds:  5 

¶Class C Firsts:  1 

¶Total Students involved:  70% of the Band 
 

Choir Events 

¶Total Choir Events:  49 

¶Events Going to State:  18 

¶Class A Firsts:  12 

¶Class A seconds:  11 

¶Class A thirds:  1 

¶Class B Firsts:  2 

¶Class B Seconds:  3 

¶Class C Seconds:  2 
 

Combined Total 

¶ 61 medals awarded  

   (including 2 piano awards) 
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Photographs 
 

At Roncalli, we have a ton of great photographers!  Some 

are staff, some are parents, and some are stu-

dents!  Throughout the year, we accumulate many excel-

lent shots of Roncalli's students. Now, you can easily 

view, share, and order photos online at: 

http://RoncalliPhotos.zenfolio.com 
  

After clicking on the album you wish to view, you will 

have the option to buy high quality prints, or even a but-

ton!  All proceeds will go to offsetting the cost of the 

Roncalli Yearbook. 

 

 
Prescription Drug Abuse In Manitowoc County 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parents in Action Committee will be 

hosting a FREE Dinner and Town Hall Meeting to ad-

dress the growing concern of prescription drug abuse in 

Manitowoc County.  This will be held at Roncalli on 

Tuesday, April 13, from 6:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. To register 

for this event please call 920-652-0238 or email 

dfc@newahec.org by Wednesday, April 7. It is sponsored 

by Healthiest Manitowoc County 2010 and Alliance for 

Substance Abuse Prevention. 

 

 

 
2010 Night of Excellence 

For Manitowoc County High School Athletes 
 

Hosted by Rehab Plus Therapy and Sports Medicine, the 

2010 Night of Excellence ceremony will be held Sunday, 

May 16, 2010 at the Silver Valley Supper Club.  

 

This event is meant to applaud outstanding athletes and 

recognize the dedication and talent that they bring to high 

school athletics.   

 

If you would like to nominate a student athlete or a high 

school coach, nomination forms are available at any of 

the Manitowoc area high schools, any Holy Family Me-

morial location, or you can contact any coach for more 

information.  A nomination can be submitted by a coach, 

teacher, school official, parent, and teammate.  Possible 

awards include team of the year, female/male athlete of 

the year, female/male commitment to excellence, and 

many more. 

 

The deadline for nomination forms is April 16.  Each 

nomination must include a one to two page written or 

typed nomination letter.    

http://roncalliphotos.zenfolio.com/
mailto:dfc@newahec.org

