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Mary, Mother of God

Insights from Joel Stepanek, Director of Youth Ministry at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Manitowoc

The church has always revered Mary as the I think a lot of people don't realize that the

mother of God, or “theotokos,” which is Greek for ~ Hai/ Mary is actually based on scripture. The first part
“God bearer.” She has a special way of interceding comes from the Annunciation, when the angel
for us, or praying for us, and asking Jesus for his Gabriel appeared to Mary and said, “Hail Mary, full
help. It’s a very old tradition that goes back to the of grace, the Lord is with thee.” And then we say,
beginning of the church. “Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the
When Jesus learned how to fruit of thy womb.” Elizabeth says that
pray, he learned from his mother, when Mary goes to visit her. The
Mary. She would have taught him - second part of the Hail Mary asks for
those things. Mary holds a really i . ‘ Mary's intersession: “Holy Mary,
special place of respect, not just for | [E mother of God, pray for us sinners
Catholics, but I think for any person | | 4 now and at the hour of our death.” We
who wants to really understand who i\ : are not asking for Mary's special favor
Jesus is. Often when you meet a8 A N or for Mary to give us grace, but for her
somebody's family, you understand a E A [ o pray for us.
little bit more about that person— IR According to tradition, Mary
where they came from, how they appeared to St. Dominic over 800 years
grew up. It’s the same with Jesus. If ago and instructed him to pray the
we want to understand and love the rosary and teach it to the people. Just
Lord, we need to look to his mother. like when Jesus was a little boy, she is still teaching us
My mom would do anything for me. Mary is  our prayers. Praying a rosary with all its mysteries is
also our mother, and she would do anything for any ~ Mary’s way of drawing us closer to her son. Listen to

of us. That’s why we pray for Mary’s intercession, our mother. It’s a good thing!

most often by praying the Hai/ Mary.

= o PN 0
Special thanks to Fricke Printing for donating I i IOt Staff e

the time, materials and expertise to print our

JJ'

student magazine, Mr. Berkhout and Mrs.
Wichlacz for their guidance, Mrs. Rohrer for
proofing, Mr. Stelzer for his considerable
inspiration, all the families who “live” basketball,
and all the people who gave their time, advice
and input. We hope you enjoy this issue!
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. How would you like

to coach practices or work

Roncalli’s community,
that’s exactly what parents are
doing. Helping Roncalli parents give their
children the same values they have is the
objective of the new “Academy” days at
Roncalli.

During Academy, leaders try to address
issues, skills and information that isn't typically
covered in the normal curriculum, providing
students with the opportunity to understand
and master skills they will need to survive in the

21st century.

Skills for Life Even

though freshmen

have been in school for almost ten years, they
are just starting their high school career and the
game of life. In the beginning, students need to
learn the basics: study skills, technology skills
and social skills. These abilities are incredibly
helpful so that you can present yourself well

when you're being interviewed for a job or

Take a trip to Paris.
Pay $5,000.

PRY DRY

"aWoY JuUaWalINay
e 3asooy)d

trying to give a presentation from the computer.
Learning these skills might be easy, but
mastering them is a whole different world. The
Academy for freshmen also addresses Internet
safety, bullying and interpersonal skills. During
the year, freshmen will create portfolios that
they will use through their senior year. The
Academy gives freshmen the opportunity to
learn things about themselves that they
wouldn’t be able to experience in a normal class

environment.

Life-Altering Decisions

Using some of the skills learned (and
hopefully mastered) last year, the sophomores
are learning about The Szx Most Important

Buy a house.
Pay $180,000.
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Decisions You'll Ever Make and community
service. They will be learning to make good
decisions about are friends, parents, drugs and
addictions, school, dating and self-worth. When
making these decisions, it is important to
remember that all choices should be a win-win
for both people involved. Even though they are
serious subjects, the Academy leaders are very
good at making the Academy sessions

interesting and fun.

Financial Smarts

During junior year, Academy lessons
focus on practical skills. Juniors are learning
about exploring careers, financial literacy and
citizenship. To prepare for the future, students
are creating job résumés, practicing
presentations, budgeting, and setting long-term
and short-term education goals. These activities
help lead the juniors by leading them down the
right path for future schooling and job
opportunities. When it’s time to apply for a job
or college, juniors will definitely be thankful for

these activities and the social skills learned in
freshmen Academy!

Story and design by Sarah Wagner

Buy life insurance.
Pay $125,000.
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In their very last year at Roncalli,
seniors learn about post-secondary preparation
and humanities during Academy. To understand
today's events, it is important to get an idea of
what happened in the past. They are currently
studying the arts, politics, and the culture of the
1960s, and really, what could be more
interesting than that? After seniors have a sense
of what happened in past decades, the students
should have a better understanding of today's
culture. Along with this, how to propetly
function in today's culture would be another
thing the leaders hope the students come away
with.

The teacher’s hard work and genuine

concern for our future is greatly appreciated

and will not go to waste.

o : areas which aren’r
sed in the classroom, »

-Mr. Mueljer

Inherit a farm.

Lose your job.
Skip next pay day.
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You totaled your car.
Pay $500 deductible.
Collect insurance.




Story by Raches Wichtacz and Bey Smith
9out by Morgan Fgsjpy and Rache/ Wichiacy
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There is no “Hoop, there it is” in basketball without some hatd work and dedication.

Y Each practice pays off when you have games where you feel unstoppable. Your - THE PATEK EAMILY

THE SUETTINGER FAMIL

competitive fire starts to build to where you think less and just focus on one thing:

Dalecoach forEngta8t Icrggadgidspl aaradjurgor f or

. ) { ; playing varsity for Ron¢atie:7t h  gr ader pl digaiCoagh fér 8tr St
doing all you can to make sure the person you're playing on defense doesn't get a shot, or Gregoryds and Jr. Jets.

Chris:photographer, fan and chalffifeki; 6-year athletic association member at St. Pet|
the Fisherman, current board member of Roncalli Athletic Kesteéet@nior playing
varsity for Roncalli.

winning. Whether you’re looking for the player your opponent can't stop to screen for,

even when you ate taken out and on the bench doing all you can to try to boost yout
Even after several injuries that required surgery, Kaylee says, “After school, teammates’ morale. Whén you put your whole heart into basketball, it isn’t about making “All of our children love to play the sport, and it is a passion we share as a
basketball is my top priority. Everything else comes second. I just love the family,” says Dale. “It’s very rewarding to be a part of a young person’s devel-
game.” Her mom and dad are strong supporters, on the court and off. “The opment on the court and share their excitement when they perform to the best
athletic associations do so much for basketball and lots of other sports. With : =4 23 j . ) of their abilities.” Lisa adds, “We don’t allow the little things to stress us. The
all the time and effort kids put into their sports, I feel it’s very important to chauffeuring and taking stats. Younger siblings practice to be like their older brothers or house may not always be as clean as we would like it, but we consider this time
make sure they have the equipment and support they need to succeed.” sisters. And parents and grandparents cheer from the bleachers. The entire family is with the kids something that we do not want to miss.”

yourself better, it's about making your TEAM better. \

The passion for basketball travels throughout families. Parents ate coaching, !

committed to the game. When several kids are on different basketball teams, HOW do
families manage to get to all the practices and the games? Even more importantly,
WHY do they do it? We asked some Roncalli families to tell us.

THE KOSS FAMILY THE SCHRAMM FAMILY

A Year -R
Sport

Jim:junior jets boys coach at Roncalli, current grade school coach atiatyFaancis;
and chauffevjatalieplayed for St. Frandsshua6th grader playing for St. Francis;
Elena:3rd grader playing for St. Framgan;junior playing varsity for Roncalli.

Jamie:coach for St. Peter the Fisherman and Allidsss7th grader playing for St.
Peter the FishermAfgyna:lst grader playing for the YMIG#gn:freshman playing
for Roncallipdi: statistician, fan and chauffer.

Jamie explains, “I think basketball builds individual character. How they handle
success as well as defeat are defining moments. Team sports give the them the
opportunity to experience these situations and develop the skills they’ll need
later in life, as an individual and teammates. Like they always say, “There is no I
in team.”” Jodi said, “Basketball helps us all bond together, especially Jamie
and his three gitls, because there is that chat time in the car to and from games
and practices. For the Schramms, it’s time well spent.”

“How do we manage it? We just do whatever it takes!” laughs Jim. “With four
kids, we’re always running to one activity or another, but it’s worth it. Team
sports teach kids how to work together, how to practice a skill to master it,

how to handle success and defeat... all while having fun. We enjoy it as much
as the kids.”

Story by Katy Orth and Ben Wichlacz



Back Where You Belong

As classes change every year, so do the teachers. Six
of Roncalli’s newest teachers are under the age of 30, and
five are Roncalli Alumni. Why did they decide to go back to
high school at Roncalli?

“The fact that I had been a student here helped me
make that decision,” said Ms. Green. “I knew the
atmosphere I was coming into, and I had most of the
teachers here as a student. I knew they were good teachers
that I could continue to learn from.” Mr. Garceau added, “It
was my goal that if I would become a teacher, I would try to
come back to Roncalli, and last year it happened. 1 really like
this school.”

Roncalli’s reputation for having an outstanding
learning environment attracted Mr. Van Sickle, who
graduated from Whitehall High School in western
Wisconsin. He said, “I interviewed at other schools, but

none were as good as Roncalli.”

Young Teachers Choose Careers at Ron

Many of the students and faculty are proud of the
strong Catholic community at Roncalli. Mr. Berres had this
to say: “One thing I like about Roncalli would be the close
knit community, and the fact that Roncalli does a wonderful
job of pushing their students to do their best, which is
something that I think is important.” Mr. Schweigl said,
“When I learned about the job opening, I knew that the
transition would be an easy one.”

For Mr. Mack, even job offers from as far away as
Hawaii couldn’t draw him away from Roncalli. “I was asked
to stay on after completing my student teaching at Roncalli
in the fall of 2009,” he said. “Nothing could compare to the
opportunity to be a part of the Roncalli community.
Getting to work with the people who mentored and taught

me is a great honor.”

Story by Branden Timm and Ben Wichlacz,

Mr. Garceau
Roncalli Class of 2002
High School Activities:
football, basketball, track, baseball,
theater arts, Lasallian Youth, bowling,

and The

Dri ftwoa

College: Alverno 2011
Teaches: Tech Survey, Software
Apps, Algebra Essentials, and Algebra

Mr. Mack

Roncalli Class of 2002
High School Activities:
football, student government,
mock trial, bowling, yearbook,
NHS, and track
College: UW Milwaukee 2006
and Sliver Lake 2009
Teaches:9th and 10th Grade PE,
World History, and Psychology

Mr. Van Sickle
Whitehall Memorial Class of 2003
High School Activities:
jazz band, golf, NHS, multiple honor
bands, and pit orchestra
College: UW Eau Claire 2008
Teaches:Band and Music
Composition

Ms. Green
Roncalli Class of 2005
High School Activities:
theater, band, choir, Roncalli Singers,
cross country, Lasallian Youth, and
Music Ministry
College: UW Eau Claire 2009
Teaches:9th and 12th Grade English
and English Essentials

Mr. Berres
Roncalli Class of 2007
High School Activities:
baseball, golf, basketball, swing choir,
Roncalli Singers, and NHS
College: St. Norbert's 2011
Teaches:Concert and Mixed Choir

Mr. Schweigl|
Roncalli Class of 2007
High School Activities:
wrestling, mock trial, and football
College: St. Norbert's 2010
Teaches:9th and 11th Grade Religion,
and Apologetics
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That Was Thené

Chalkboard

A chalkboatrd is a tragedy just waiting to happen.
From the chalk marks caused by leaning up against the
board to eraser wars, you are never safe. Not to mention
the sound of nails grinding against the chalkboard. Every
part of your body cringes at the thought of it.

Clapping erasers may not be a punishment
anymore, but chalkboards are still so “two centuries
ago.” In fact, the first documented use of a blackboard in
the United States was in 1801, when George Baron, an
instructor at West Point Military Academy, used one to
teach math.

Cleaning the boards is always such a hassle. You
can never erase everything cleanly. What is more
annoying is having to re-wash the board because you left
streaks the first time?

Did you ever wonder why your teacher knows
the lesson you are talking about so well? It might have to
do with the fact that he or she has to constantly rewrite
all the notes for every class. Teachers’ fingers can even

be stained yellow from the chalk dust!

Story by McKenzie Miller

This Is Now...

SMART Board

Like chalkboards, SMART Boards help teachers
communicate ideas to an entire class, but without the mess
of chalk. SMART Boards are whiteboards that also function
similar to touch-screen computers.

Mrs. Wagner uses her SMART Board to plan her
daily lessons before class. Now, her pre-written notes and
special features, such as equation writers, are at her
fingertips. Mr. Berkhout uses his SMART Board to connect
to the Internet during class to expand on the material he
presents. Teachers can highlight important points and draw
on their notes to help students learn key concepts.

The SMART Board allows the class to be more
interactive. Students use special colored “pens” to work
equations on screen and can make presentations to the class.

Missed class? No need to fear, the SMART Board is
herel Gone are the days when you scribble down your notes
only to find there is no possible way to decode them later.
The SMART Board allows your teacher to post the notes
from each lesson on your class website. If you still don't
understand the lesson, your teacher can walk you through
each step (without having to rewrite a lesson that would
have been erased from a chalkboard long ago). At Roncalli,
SMART Boards are a smart use of technology!

Mrs. Wagner uses her generously donated SMART Board.

|

Sophomores

Proceed With Cautlon

I'm not a huge fan of reading Edgar Allen
Poe or having a car load of proofs to do in geometry,
but driving is a different story. If you're like me,
you're excited to learn to drive, but the look on your
mom’s face the first time you slam on the brakes tells you
she's not. Being a driver gives you a whole new perspective.
You learn new vocabulary and gestures from your fellow
drivers when you tealize you’re going five miles an hour

under the speed limit. You get to brag to your dad about

killing more deer with the car than he did on his hunting trips.

People are now called pedestrians. And you can even go on a
round-about, but how the giant hill of grass in the middle
helps you, I still don't know. It's alright if you aren't a good

driver at first—you just have to make sure you're skilled at

| swerving.

-

" If you don't think your parents are excited for you to
get your license, you are wrong. In the back of their minds,
they are thinking of all the rides you will be giving to your
siblings, all the grocery trips,and all of the errands being
taken off their plate. You may even build a stronger

relationship with your parents, because when you're in the

car, you have a few “don't tell mom (or dad)” moments. You

will have some occasional fights when you run onto the curb

ot turn into the wrong lane, but eventually you will look back

Story and design by
Katy Orth
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on it and laugh about it—that is, if thé rmstake
isn't too bad. ) B
When you get behind the Wheel bemg
friendly also becomes harder If you are 1n the
beginning stages of driving, YOI} need to get the “head
nod” down. Taking one hand off the wheel to Wa'\#e ")
can be very dangerous. When you have your temps
(unless you are fortunate), you will be- hstemng to the
music your parents like. Just bear through. their ba}i_ taste
because sometime soon you will be driving'on‘ your
own. Not only are those things stressful, but you #g’oon
realize you actually have to know how to get to places.
You may regret not paying closer attention to where you
were going when you were just a passenger. y
Driving is a thrilling experience. But remember,
you are operating a weapon. It's always better to be
cautious than to be aggressive. Even if you think you are
an amazing driver, there may be a crazy person next to
you trying to brush her hair, put her makeup on, and
change the radio station all at the same time. Or a guy
who is changing playlists on his iPod while turning a

corner. As a novice driver, just stay confident, drive

safely (especial}y around cops), and proceed with “
‘caution. 2 ®
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Sophom
1 You are walking down the hall with your sixth version of your paper
on The Crucibleén one hand and a Diet Coke in the other, hoping
to convince Chief (Mr. Jahnke) into making this version your last.

1 You are sitting in Mr. Rux's room with a blank essay test in front of
you while watching everyone else around you write the dictionary.

f  You start every lunch period with a conversation about what crazy
thing happened in Theology of the Body that day.

9 You set your alarm for 11:55 p.m. so that you can be online at mid-
ni ght
city youdve

0
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Bewling!

Don’t let the chill of winter get you down! Inside
Meadow Lanes, it’s warm and exciting when Roncalli’s
bowling league hits the alleys. From November to mid-
February, about 60 students on 16 teams chase away the
dreary winter boredom blues to knock down the pins.

Teams choose their own creative names, such as 3
Chicks and Swan, the Slick Flamingoes, the Rolling Strikers

and the Bowla Constrictors, just to name a few.

Meadow Lanes offers the league special rates of only

$7 for a team of three to bowl each Tuesday night. With
prices like that, fun is also inexpensive!

To wrap up the year, the
teams have a special “fun session,”
where the highest scoring teams
come together for the playoffs. The
top three teams that win in the
playoffs get a special trophy made
from a coveted vintage bowling
pin.

Whether they throw
strikes, spares or gutter balls, one
thing always remains the same:
Everyone has fun! As comedian
Jim Gaffigan says, “It's the only

1

sport where you can eat!

Story by Rachel Wichlacg and
Sarah Wagner

2012
Roncalli
BOWIIng Make your mark at Roncalli! Design a new logo for the Pilof magazine, and
Teams you and a friend will win a pass to the front of the lunch line for the rest of the
 —— year!
e The logo will appear on the cover of each issue of the P/l magazine. It
= should represent the magazine as well as Roncalli. Just follow the simple rules
Blazers in the box at right. Logos will be judged by the Pifof staff based on originality,
Bowla Constrictors practicality and style. The names of the designers will be kept secret until a
Chocolate Thunder winning design is chosen.
Diabowlers The winner of this contest will receive a front of the line pass, awarded
B G Make B&Bal l when the next issue is published. The winner will also be able to pick a friend

to join them at the front of the lunch line. These passes will be in effect for the

Dolls with Bowling Balls ,
remainder of the 2011-2012 school year.

Dragonborn
Dudes
Funky Monkeys

Rules:

1
1

f
f
f

Keep it small; it’s a logo.
Entries may be hand drawn or
computer generated.

Only two entries per student.
No copyrighted infringements!
Must be either handed in to
Mzr. Berkhout or emailed to
pilotrhs@gmail.com.

All entries must be turned in
by March 1, 2012.

Good Kids L ast | S S U e"g“wq'NNE

ICBING

Mari ods Funhouse
Rolling Strikers
Slick Flamingoes
3 Chicks and a Swan
WI Finest

Thanks to all 45 partici-
pants who competed in the
Open Office Drawing
Competition. The challenge
was to use Open Office to

create a work of art without

using clipart or photos.
Congratulations to our
winners: Patrick Ruether
and Brittany Bohman. They
will each be awarded a

delicious Big Cookie for

their creativity and hard
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work!

Created by: Patrick Ruether

Created by: Brittany Bohman



Roncalli Sophomores Support

St. Vincent de Paul Society

until noon, kids help price clothes, check electronics, label
books, stock shelves, haul items into the store, hang up
clothes, and more. “Most people are a little nervous the
first time they volunteer, but they get the hang of it after
awhile,” said Mike Thiele. “Helping out at St. Vincent is a
great way to volunteer.”

Volunteers are the driving force behind St. Vincent

de Paul’s mission. Over 120 adult volunteets, referred to as
Vincentians, donate their time and resources to many

citizens who are facing hardships for the first time as well

as those who continue to be affected by the challenges of

life. Last year, the society donated over $143,000 to food Sophomores Zach Berres, Anthony Marchlewski, Spencer
Fricke, Nathan Miller and Mike Thiele checking electronics

pantries, helped pay more than $5,000 in wtility bills for St. Vincent de Paul on a recent Saturday morning.

contributed nearly $11,000 for rent, and provided more

than $12,000 in household goods, furniture and clothing for

the needy. In addition, St. Vincent de Paul contributed loved you.” Serving Christ’s needy is the primary goal of the
$35,000 in tuition aid for students at Roncalli. Society of St. Vincent de Paul. By shopping at their thrift

In order for any work of charity to truly be done in  store in Manitowoc, you can make a difference in the lives of
a Vincentian way, it must be done out of love, and it must the 6,337 people they served in the past year.
be done for God. As Vincentians, the ultimate goal is High school students are always welcome to come in
growth in holiness. They must follow Christ’s guidance to and help anytime they want. The people of St. Vincent
achieve that goal: “Whatever you do to the least of my appreciate seeing kids taking their Saturday morning to help

brothers, you do unto me” and “love one another as  have ~ people.
Story by Spencer Fricke

Putting Computer Expertise to Work: Sold Online!

About 18 months ago, Roncalli sophomores Spencer Fricke and Nathan Miller
started helping St. Vincent de Paul boost sales by selling items on eBay. It started
with a few books and expanded into electronics, clothes, antiques and other
valuable items. One book that would normally sell for $1 at the St. Vincent de Paul
store was found to be a rare first edition that sold on the Internet for $75! Last year,
Internet sales went international with items shipped to over 14 different countries
on six continents. Sophomores have raised over $1,300 on eBay and continue to

volunteer nearly every Saturday, hunting the store and looking around town for
speci al Afindso they can try to s
Roncalli 6s lofnlyionue haauvcet ivoanl.uabl e it
online sales to St. Vincent de Paul or Roncalli, email sfrickerhs@gmail.com o
nmillerrhs@gmail.com.




